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Please cancel claims 12, 16, and 17 without prejudice or disclaimer. 
Please amend the following claims: _ 



22. (Amended) An activatible MRI agent having the formula: 

COO" 





peptide 



coo- 



wherein R26 is a linker; and, 
said peptide interacts with a protease 




30. (Amended) A method comprising: 

a) administering an activatible MRI agent to a tissue, cell or patient, said MRI agent having 
the formula: 



COO" 



r\ 





R 2 ( peptide 



/\z/ 



coo/ coo- 
wherein R26 is a linker, and under conditions whereby said peptide interacts with a target 
substance in saidlfssue, cell or patient such that the rapid exchange of water in at least one 
coordination sife of said agent is increased, and, 
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*^V^3P> b) acquiring a magnetic resonance image of said cell, tissue or patient. 




£3* 



32. (Amended) A method of according to claim 30^r 42, said MRI agent having the formula: 



COO" 




Gd^ 

S N / N' 




leptide 





tOO" 



COO" 



33. (Amended) A method according to claim 30, 32 or 42 wherein said target substance is a 




protease and said peptide interacts with said protease. 



Please add the following new claims: 



—42. A method comprising: 

a) administering an activatible MRI agent to a^Tssue, cell or patient, said MRI agent 
having the formula: 



coo 




peptide 




COO - / COO* 

wherein R26 is a linker, and under conditions wherein said peptide hinders the rapid exchange of 
water in at least one coordination site; 

b) contacting/said peptide with a target substance such that the exchange of water in at 
least one coordination site is increased upon interaction of said peptide with said target 
substance; and/a therapeutic effect is elicited. 



43. An MRI agent according to claim 22 wherein said peptide inhibits said protease. 
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